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(English Translation:http://en.minghui. org/html/articles/2013/3/3/138354. html)
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(English Translation;http://en.minghui. org/html/articles/2013/3/4/138364. html)
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Letter from 23 US Congress Members to President Lee Myung Bak
August 14. 2009

His Excellency President Lee Myung—bak

Office of the President

1 Cheongwadae—-ro, Jongno—gu

Seoul, Republic of Korea (110-820)

PER Fax to: Office of the President, ROK: 82-2-770-7029

Amb. Duck-soo, Republic of Korea Embassy, U.S.: 202-797-0595
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Dear Mr. President,

We wish to bring to your attention the plight of 33 Chinese Falun Gong practitioners
who have applied for refugee status in South Korea. According to news reports, the
Chinese government is applying pressure on the South Korean government to deport these
Falun Gong practitioners to China, and we have been informed that several of them have
already been deported.

As Members of the U.S. House of Representatives concerned about human rights, we are
well aware of the Chinese government’ s harsh persecution of Falun Gong practitioners.
The Chinese government has banned Falun Gong and it implements the ban through an
extralegal security force, the “ 6-10 Office ” , established not by the Chinese
government but by the Chinese Communist Party. The “6-10 Office” , and government
forces implement the ban by means of the arbitrary detention, beating, torture and
“ transformation through reeducation ” of Falun Gong practitioners -  although
practitioners seek only to exercise internationally-recognized fundamental human rights,
including freedom of thought, conscience, and religion.

Falun Gong practitioners are among the most brutally persecuted groups in the world
today. The total number of practitioners who have died or who have been killed while in
Chinese government custody likely exceeds the 3,000 cases we understand to be well-
documented. Cases of torture involving Falun Gong practitioners account for 66 per cent
of all cases of torture in China, according to the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture.
There reportedly are over one hundred thousand Falun Gong practitioners, both men and
women, among China’ s total labor camp population.

In the past fifty years, few countries have made such rapid progress in respect for
human rights as has South Korea, both as a government and as a society. It is with this
in mind that we urge your government not to deport Falun Gong practitioners to China,
but to find an appropriate way, within the South Korean legal system and the
international conventions on torture and refugees ratified by South Korea, to permit
Chinese Falun Gong practitioners to remain in South Korea.

For your convenience we include a list of Falun Gong practitioners currently in danger
of deportation on China. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

(23 Signatures of Members of Congress)
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Letter of Edward McMillian-Scott To President Lee Myung—bak
His Excellency President Lee Myung—bak

Office of the President

1 Cheongwadae—ro, Jongno—gu

Seoul, Republic of Korea (110-820)

FAX : Office of the President, ROK: +82-2-770-7029

TEL : +82-2-770-7028

Brussels, 16 September 2011

Dear President,
REPATRIATION OF CHINESE FALUN GONG ASYLUM SEEKERS FROM THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

I am writing in my capacity as Vice-President of the European Parliament responsible
for Democracy and Human Rights to bring your attention to the plight of Chinese Falun
Gong practitioners seeking asylum in South Korea. In the past several years, ten of
these asylum seekers have been repatriated, putting their lives in grave danger.

As I am sure you are aware, since 1999 practitioners of Falun Gong — a Buddha—school
peaceful way of life — have been terribly persecuted, imprisoned and abused. I have met
many practitioners, both in Europe and during my last visit to Beijing and Asia in 2006.
In Beijing the mere fact that I had met these practitioners resulted in the majority of
them ’disappearing’ shortly afterwards and being taken to prison or ’re—education
through labour’ camps.

Furthermore, reports such as 'Bloody Harvest’” (1) show that, due to their healthier
lifestyle of no alcohol and no smoking, ”“since 1999 have put to death a large but
unknown number of Falun Gong prisoners of conscience. Their vital organs, including
kidneys, livers, corneas and hearts, were seized involuntarily for sale at high
prices.

I hope this goes some way to demonstrate that the brutal Chinese regime does not
differentiate between high— and low-profile Falun Gong practitioners; to them, any
practitioner is a threat and a criminal, and will therefore be imprisoned and likely
tortured, no matter if they are a key member or not, because the purpose of the
persecution is to destroy their spiritual beliefs

Despite the terrible situation of practitioners in China, of the approximately 100 who
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have applied for asylum in South Korea almost all have been rejected. This appears to
go against Article 3 of the proposed 2009 Bill on Refugee Status Determination and
Treatment of Refugees and Others, which states:

Article 3. (Non—Refoulement)
Refugees and other persons shall not be repatriated to the following countries:

1. a country where a person’ s life or freedom could be threatened for reasons of race,
religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion.

2. a country where a person could be subjected to torture, inhumane treatment,
punishment or other similar treatment articulated by the conventions or treaties that
the Republic of Korea has ratified.

3. a country where a person has the possibility of being repatriated to a third country
under the situations referred to in Clause 1 and 2. (2)

South Korea has made huge developments in the areas of human rights and democracy over
the last 50 years and sets a strong example to its neighbouring countries, such as by
signing

various international conventions on refugees and torture. It is in light of these
factors that I

urge you to reconsider your country s current position on granting asylum to Falun Gong
practitioners — regardless of their social standing — and to ensure that they are not
deported to

China where they are most likely to face persecution, imprisonment and torture.

Yours sincerely,

1. Bloody Harvest: Revised Report into Allegations of Organ Harvesting of Falun Gong Practitioners in
China, by David Matas, Esq. and Hon. David Kilgour, Esq., 31 January 2007,
http://organharvestinvestigation. net/

2. UNHCR s Comments on the Republic of Korea 2009 Draft Bill on Refugee Status Determination and
Treatment of Refugees and Others, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 15 June 2009, pp. 3-4.
http://www. unhcr. org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain/opendocpdf. pdf?reldoc=vy&docid=4a8d589c2
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