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Summary 

1. “The hospitals in Taiyuan do a lot of transplants, they do more than a dozen 

transplants in one day!”  

2. The hospital performed two organ transplants last year. “The patients were 

government officials. They found kidney sources by themselves.” They found 

donors from Taiyuan and some other places. 

 

Phone Investigation Recording 

Investigator: Hello, is that the urology department of the Third People’s Hospital of 

Datong? 

Nurse: Yes. 

Investigator: Ah, I would like to ask you: my relative wants to have a kidney 

transplant. Do you still do this? 

Nurse: Well, we do kidney transplants, but please contact our director for specific 

details. 

Investigator: Uh, what is the name of your director? 

Nurse: You may call the artificial kidney dialysis department to find out. 

Investigator: Oh, I don’t have their number. I only found your phone number. 

Nurse: It is not easy to find kidney sources nowadays. Without kidney sources, we 

only do one transplant a year, sometimes.  

Investigator: Ah, one transplant a year? So you… 

Nurse: There is no kidney source now! Kidney sources (inaudible)… Two transplants 

a year, at most two transplants per year is the best situation (we could get). The 

hospitals in Taiyuan do a lot of transplants, they do more than a dozen transplants in 

one day! 

Investigator: Really? Did you say that last year your hospital also did two or three 

operations? 

Nurse: Two, as I remember. 

Investigator: Two operations. So there’s no wait time, right, in this situation?  

Nurse: Correct. The patients were government officials. They found kidney sources 

by themselves. 



Investigator: Oh, so like this. They can also find donors themselves, oh, but I don’t 

have such resources to find organs. I still need… 

Nurse: That’s why I just said that if you don’t have a kidney source, it is very difficult 

for you to wait for kidney sources in Datong. 

Investigator: Oh, so if some patients want to have kidney transplants, they need go 

find a donor like those government officials, then you can perform the transplant 

operations for them, right?  

Nurse: No, they contacted (and obtained the kidney sources) by themselves. There are 

several places in Taiyuan that can help transfer donors over. The patients would go to 

the places with kidney sources to do tissue typing. It happened that their tissue typing 

took place here. 

Investigator: Oh, so the donors were in Datong, when the hospitals in Taiyuan 

finished tissue typing, the patient would come here and have the transplant in your 

hospital? 

Nurse: No. I don’t know where they found donors. Anyway, the donors were 

transferred here from other places! 

Investigator: Oh, it’s like this. I am not as capable. All right, I just wanted to learn 

some basic information. If we cannot do it here, I will see if we can do it in Taiyuan. 

All right?  

Nurse: All right. 

Investigator: OK, Thank you! Bye! 

 

 

 

 


